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Responsive Classroom Course for
Secondary Educators, 6-12

The Responsive Classroom Secondary Course is a three-day professional
development experience designed specifically for middle and high school
educators. Participants will learn how to apply the fundamental elements
of the Responsive Classroom approach to create safe, inclusive, and aca-
demically engaging classrooms that meet the developmental needs of ad-
olescents. Special emphasis is placed on building supportive communities,
strengthening teacher-student relationships, and preparing students to be
college- and career-ready.

This course invites secondary educators to dive into hands-on learning that
equips them to design classrooms where routines are clear, expectations
are consistent, and students feel ownership of their learning. Participants
will examine how to balance structure with autonomy, and how to create
conditions where adolescents feel seen, capable, and valued. The learning
emphasizes proactive approaches—such as teacher language, empathy,
and advisory structures—that empower students to make positive choices
and stay engaged.

Educators will leave this course with a toolkit of strategies tailored for mid-
dle and high school settings. They will know how to foster academic perse-
verance, support social-emotional growth, and respond to behavior in ways
that maintain dignity while addressing challenges head-on. The course pre-
pares participants to guide adolescents with clarity, fairness, and develop-
mental insight, ensuring that discipline strengthens both individual growth
and the classroom community.
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