
The

Power of Our
Words

Teacher Language That Helps 

Children Learn

h

Paula Denton, EdD
Foreword by Lora M. Hodges, EdD

s e c o n d  e d i t i o n

N O R T H E A S T  F O U N D A T I O N  F O R  C H I L D R E N ,  I N C .

From The Power of Our Words: Teacher Language That Helps Children Learn, 2nd Edition, by Paula Denton. © 2014 Northeast Foundation for Children, Inc. All rights reserved.

https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/product/power-our-words


                   c o n t e n t s

    vii Foreword

      1 i n t r o d u c t i o n

Why Our Words Matter

   12 c h a p t e r  o n e

General Guidelines for Teacher Language

   32 c h a p t e r  t w o

Envisioning: Language as a Spyglass

   47 c h a p t e r  t h r e e

Open-Ended Questions: Stretching Children’s 
Academic and Social Learning

   69 c h a p t e r  f o u r

Listening: Understanding the Message in the Words

   88 c h a p t e r  f i v e

Reinforcing Language: Seeing Children and Naming 
Their Strengths

107 c h a p t e r  s i x

Reminding Language: Helping Students 
Remember Expectations

128 c h a p t e r  s e v e n

Redirecting Language: Giving Clear Instructions 
When Children Have Gone Off Track

142 e p i l o g u e

Putting It All Together

From The Power of Our Words: Teacher Language That Helps Children Learn, 2nd Edition, by Paula Denton. © 2014 Northeast Foundation for Children, Inc. All rights reserved.

https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/product/power-our-words


147 a p p e n d i x  a

Examples of Effective Teacher Language

166 a p p e n d i x  b

The Process of Developing More Effective
Teacher Language

169 r e f e r e n c e s

 171 f u r t h e r  r e s o u r c e s

175 a c k n o w l e d g m e n t s

177 i n d e x

From The Power of Our Words: Teacher Language That Helps Children Learn, 2nd Edition, by Paula Denton. © 2014 Northeast Foundation for Children, Inc. All rights reserved.

https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/product/power-our-words



